RABINDRANATH   TAGORE
the Absolute, as Radhakrishnan puts it, when pressed into the
moulds of thought, becomes a person. Obviously Tagore does not
deny the truth of the impersonal Absolute, Only, he insists that,
if it is to be understood by human beings, it must be understood
as a person.
But like a, true advaitin, Tagore maintains that the Absolute
Person is the only reality. The finite has no separate reality. And
what is the ideal of the finite jiva? It is absolute merging or
dissolving in the Absolute. It is complete self-sacrifice without
any residue, it is completely surrendering the individuality of
the jiva. This is what the cult of love or bhakti preaches. By this
process the jiva becomes absolutely one with the Supreme Person.
"As science is the liberation of our knowledge in the universal
reason, religion is the liberation of our individuality in the uni-
versal Person who is human all the same/'1 "The individual
I am attains its perfect end when it realizes its freedom of harmony
in the infinite / am. This is its mukti, its deliverance from the
thraldom of mdya, of appearance which springs from avidyd, from
ignorance; its emancipation in santam sivam advaitam, in the
perfect repose in truth, in the perfect activity in goodness, and in
the perfect union in love."2 "Intellect sets us apart from the
things to be known, but love knows its object by fusion/'s "Our
soul can only become .Brahman as the river can become the sea."4
"The highest wisdom in the East holds that it is not the function
of our soul to gain God, to utilize him for any special material
purpose. All that we can ever aspire to is to become more and
more one with God.'J5 But in the sphere of religion, so long as God
remains an object of love humanized, love implies unity as well
as duality. "In love all the contradictions of existence merge
themselves and are lost. Only in love are unity and duality not at
variance. Love must be one and two at one and the same time.
Only in love are motion and rest in one. Our heart ever changes
its place till it finds love, and there it has its rest. But this rest
itself is an intense form of activity where utter quiescence and
unceasing energy meet at the same point in love."6
This shows that Tagore places love higher than knowledge as
the way that leads to the Brahman. Knowledge involves the
distinction between subject and object; and where there is no
such distinction, there is no knowledge. But love aims at fusion
1 The Religion of Man, p, 193.   *    * Sddhana, p. 85.        3 Ibid., p. 159.
4 Ibid., p. 156.                   5 Ibid., pp. 154-5.                   6 Ibid., p. 114.
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